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www.TheSecretStories.com

📥 
DOWNLOAD

Click HERE for free sound anchor examples used in session.

https://www.thesecretstories.com/learn-more/free-phonics-rules-posters-more


“2 Weeks to 2 Months!”

Click HERE for more

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZMIt3eJ3KI&t=14s


“2 WEEKS to 2 MONTHS”

PRE-K 

2 WEEKS to 2 MONTHS”

Fast-Tracking Letter-Sound Mastery w/MUSCLE MEMORY!

Click HERE & HERE

The Better Alphabet™ Song

BRAIN’S 
 BACKDOOR

https://youtu.be/Qu_jrHvbjYQ
https://youtu.be/Q4N3eERtNRk


Using “Backdoor” Muscle Memory to Fast-Track Letter Sound Mastery
THE BETTER ALPHABET™ SONG

…to bypass underdeveloped cognitive processing and language delays.

In SEPTEMBER,  
this sweet 

kindergartner was 
still four and wasn’t 
able to give me any 
letters or sounds. 


We sang the Better 
Alphabet™ Song 
EVERY DAY, and I 

would even hear the 
kids singing on their 
own when they were 

partnering.


Fast-Forward  
to the first week 

of NOVEMBER 

and watch what 


she can do!  
Can you hear her 

beautiful dialectic? 
There’s a second 
language spoken 


at home.“2 WEEKS to 2 MONTHS”

Click HERE for video

https://youtu.be/nEanMJhi9Qs


Click HERE for the Better Alphabet™ Song  to fast-track 
individual letter/sound mastery in 2 weeks to 2 months! 

https://youtu.be/nEanMJhi9Qs


WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT THE BRAIN 
AND HOW WE TEACH KIDS TO READ

There is a WIDE GAP between

THE BRAIN’S SYSTEM FOR LEARNINGPATTERNING   

Tsays

- -

Click HERE to play video

https://youtu.be/MRHf8D0pgQA


Dr. Michael Pressley 

“Despite overwhelming (brain) research, many teachers still 
cling to a random assortment of mixed methods. Without 
clear purchase on what it takes to become a good reader 
and what some kids might be missing, their instructional 
successes will be fortunate accidents. And that goes for the 
principals who supervise them, and district leaders, as well.”

EARLY LITERACY RESEARCH ON 
TEACHER PREPAREDNESS AND EFFECTIVENESS

Click HERE for more

https://www.thesecretstories.com/who-needs-it/schools/


Click HERE to play video

THE BRAIN’S SYSTEM FOR LEARNINGPATTERNING   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4a8I-sRTCE
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Writing in their Shoes

3-4 grade level years is too long to wait for the “whole” code.



3. Draw an outline of the 
brain in the shape above 

(approx. 3/4 size of the page)



1. Pick 10 random letters 
and write them inside 

 the brain.



2. Pick 5  
“high-frequency” 
sight words and 

write them inside 
the brain between 

the letters.

SIGHT  
WORDS



4. Draw a picture of your 
favorite animal outside the 

brain, anywhere on the page.



5. Using only the 10 letters  
and 5 sight words that “know”…. 



…..write WHAT your animal is  
and WHY you like it so much!



18

The more 
TOOLS 

you bring  
to the table,

the more 
VALUE 

you take  
away…

EVERY 
SINGLE 

DAY

Click HERE for more

https://youtu.be/jkuKh4AUsnM


Kindergarten Writing in November

Click HERE for more

https://youtu.be/plotViUJgvg


End of Year TK/PK

Writing is a WINDOW 
into the MIND of a Reader!

The more TOOLS  
kids bring to the table,  

the more VALUE  
they take away 

EVERY. SINGLE. DAY. 

Click HERE for more 

https://youtu.be/RQ9B0N7LqYY


KINDERGARTEN 
FAIRYTALES 

Click HERE for more

https://www.thesecretstories.com/how-phonics-works/writing-samples/


why

wait?
Click HERE for more

https://youtu.be/QXMAuoZqZN0


the more they can 
 DO with it!

The MORE pieces  
of the phonics puzzle 

kids have…

t



Now let’s  
sound-out the  
word on our 
calendar…  

”Ahhh…..gust”

A says apple  
a-a-a…

The Brain is the Ultimate  
“Pattern-Making Machine”

WHY is /a/ making the  
/o/ sound in the word 

August?

 Let’s sound out this word, 
“Ahhh…..gust”



“WHY” = Patterning

-Problem Solving 
-Critical Analysis 
-Diagnostic Thinking

THE ULTIMATE 
“PATTERN-MAKING” 

MACHINE!

The Brain’s System for Learning

PATTERNING



“WHY?”
It just IS… 
It just DOES… 
You just have to REMEMBER…

Don’t think…..just MEMORIZE! 
Brain’s Translation—



SHHHHH!! IT’S A SECRET! 

“Secrets make things important to kids.” 

Harvard Neuroscientist  

Dr. Mary Helen Immordino-Yang

The “secret” reasons WHY letters make the sounds that they do!

The “Grown-Up” Reading & Writing Secrets!

Click HERE for more

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYEZ3lb6zG8&t=1s


Eliciting the 

 “NEED TO KNOW” 
puts a “catcher’s mitt” in place  

in the brain to receive the information! 

Shhhhh… It’s a SECRET!
Secrets trigger the “need to know”— marking information  

for MEMORY and PRIORITIZED LEARNING in the brain!

Click HERE for more

https://youtu.be/kdV5wJTZ6yc


SECRETS 
make 
things  

IMPORTANT 
to kids…

Triggering the NEED-TO-KNOW  
marks Information for memory in the brain.

triggering the 
NEED TO KNOW!  

“It’s neurobiologically impossible for kids to think deeply about things they don’t care about.” 
—Dr. Mary Helen Immordino-Yang / Harvard Neuroscientist 

Watch video HERE 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/rPAnfKxiuyo


  
Logical explanations that learners’ brains CRAVE!

  gust   ful   ce   s

They’re in LOVE!

  s

gust

Click HERE & HERE for more

http://www.KatieGarner.com
http://www.KatieGarner.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=njodkP13zFw&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iukg-M2KaBc


  

Accessing “Backdoor” Routes for Accelerated Learning 

*Cognitive Processing  

*Paired Associate Memory  

*Speech & Articulation 

*Working Memory  

*Auditory Discrimination  

*Developmental Readiness  

*Language Deficits

*Auditory Processing  

…to bypass areas of weakness and tap into areas of strength!

Click HERE & HERE for more

http://www.KatieGarner.com
http://www.KatieGarner.com
https://www.thesecretstories.com/2019/03/tricking-the-dyslexic-brain-into-reading-a-backdoor-approach-to-phonics/
https://www.thesecretstories.com/2018/08/what-dyslexia-isnt-secrets-stories-phonics-orton-gillingham-reading-intervention/


 NOVELTY captures the brain’s attention 

and triggers the NEED-TO-KNOW!  

Extreme 
Body 

Gestures  Rhythmic  
& Pitch 

Variations
Vocal 

Inflections

Click HERE & HERE for more!

https://youtu.be/cQfIBF4JblM
https://www.thesecretstories.com/2014/07/brain-based-phonics-instruction/


THE BRAIN’S BACKDOOR
The “Social-Emotional” Learning Systems

A 
BACKDOOR  

System for Learning

The Brain Develops from BACK to FRONT

Higher-Level 
COGNITIVE/ 

EXECUTIVE PROCESSING  
Centers

Earlier-Developing/  
Already “Primed” 

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL   
Centers

Click HERE for more

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wj5V1qJDb4


  

*Cognitive Processing  

*Paired Associate Memory  

*Speech & Articulation 

*Working Memory  

*Auditory Discrimination  

*Developmental Readiness  

*Auditory Processing  
Fast-Tracking

Connecting abstract phonics skills to what kids  
already KNOW and UNDERSTAND

cheating the brain

http://www.KatieGarner.com
http://www.KatieGarner.com


What’s used together  
becomes fused together in the brain! 

her, were, November  
girl, circle, dirt  

turn, hurt,  

UNLOCKS

Click HERE to play video & HERE for more

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dO5vOMkmBhM
https://youtu.be/cbymUAUvgo4


“The more areas engaged  
and the more wide-spread those 

areas are, the deeper the learning.” 
—Dr. Stanislas Dehaene 



her  
were 

November  
girl  

circle 
turn  

Thursday 
hamburger 

UNLOCKS

STORIES

MEMORIZE

WE DON’T HAVE TO 

Stories are  
EASY 

to remember 
because they’re 

HOW 
we remember.

Always GO with what they KNOW!

why  

wait?

STORIES act as strong memory-holding templates in the brain—

providing an easily accessible framework for memory reconstruction.

WHAT WE CAN
UNDERSTAND

Click HERE to play video & HERE for more

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toERv1slxhI
https://youtu.be/N5Dq_Gu74XA


THE BRAIN ON 

STORIES

—Fastest/easiest way to engage social-emotional centers in the brain 
—Triggers the “need to know” 
—Provides easily accessible framework for memory-reconstruction 

Stories are EASY to remember, 
because stories are HOW we remember. 

“FRONT-LOAD THE CODE!”

Memory Enhancers 

Strong Memory-Holding Templates in the Brain

Click HERE to play video and HERE for more!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toERv1slxhI
https://www.thesecretstories.com/2016/08/backdoor-learning-channels-for-phonics-skill-mastery-the-social-emotional-feeling-networks/


S 
T 
O 
R 
I 
E 
S

these strategies

Stories elicit the “need to know” 
for learner-driven instruction!



“2 WEEKS to 2 MONTHS”

THE BRAIN ON STORIES
Stories are the fastest and easiest way 

 to activate the brain’s EMOTIONAL SYSTEMS.

GO with what they KNOW

and their 
SHORT & LAZY 

Disguise!

Click HERE for more

https://youtu.be/zDLcZ-HJmOI


Kids can’t read or write ANYTHING without the vowels so 
WHY DELAY TEACHING THEM?!!

Sneaking through the Brain’s “BACKDOOR” to bypass areas of weakness… 
Cognitive Processing * Auditory Discrimination * Articulation Capability

Kids can’t read OR write ANYTHING without vowels… 
so WHY WAIT to teach them???

ALWAYS GO WITH WHAT THEY KNOW… 

Superheroes in Disguise!

ClicK HERE

Shhhhhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!!

https://www.thesecretstories.com/2014/09/loopholes-for-learning-the-secret-stories-superhero-vowels-and-their-short-lazy-disguises/


cut 

Bypassing Areas of Inherent Early Learner Weakness  
*Cognitive Processing  *Auditory Discrimination  *Articulation Capability

SUPERHERO U

…and her short & lazy sound!cute 
Click HERE for more

Shhhhhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!!

https://youtu.be/wAGClI6vjFs


red 
set 
let

Bypassing Areas of Inherent Early Learner Weakness  
*Cognitive Processing  *Auditory Discrimination  *Articulation Capability

SUPERHERO E

…and her short & lazy sound!

complete 
delete 
athlete 

Click HERE for more

Shhhhhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!!

https://youtu.be/wAGClI6vjFs


hop 
not 
toss

hope 
note 
rose

Bypassing Areas of Inherent Early Learner Weakness  
*Cognitive Processing  *Auditory Discrimination  *Articulation Capability

SUPERHERO O

…and her short & lazy sound!

Click HERE for more

Shhhhhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!!

https://youtu.be/xEpyc9rXItA


lid 
mit 
bit

like 
ripe 
bite

Bypassing Areas of Inherent Early Learner Weakness  
*Cognitive Processing  *Auditory Discrimination  *Articulation Capability

SUPERHERO I

Click HERE for more

Shhhhhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!!

https://youtu.be/AxPbTSOwj5I


hat 
ran 
tap

hate 
bake 
tape

Bypassing Areas of Inherent Early Learner Weakness  
*Cognitive Processing  *Auditory Discrimination  *Articulation Capability

SUPERHERO A

…and her short & lazy sound!

Click HERE for more

Shhhhhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!!

https://youtube.com/shorts/ksDqLbraqE0?feature=share


You can’t READ or WRITE any words without VOWELS

So WHY WAIT to teach them?

We had a few superhero vowels pay us a visit this week! Since we already 
knew the vowel secrets, we’ve known that vowels had more than one 
sound since the first week of school, so we didn’t have to wait until this 
week in our phonics program to find out. But it was a fun review.

?

Click HERE for more

https://www.thesecretstories.com/2020/06/how-to-know-if-your-phonics-instruction-is-working/


  

Click HERE and HERE for more

http://www.KatieGarner.com
http://www.KatieGarner.com
https://www.thesecretstories.com/2019/07/reading-in-kindergarten-with-play-based-learning-and-phonics-fun/
https://www.thesecretstories.com/2018/11/transforming-phonics-instruction-becoming-a-secret-agent-of-change-in-your-school/


bit 
bite 
bitter

The easy way to KNOW 
which “way” the vowel will GO

Kindergarten— Week #3

lik vs. like

MOMMY E® 

Click HERE to play video, 
and HERE & HERE for more

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

https://youtu.be/6bJUYsOOV74
https://youtu.be/5-hDw9IUhPU
https://youtu.be/TnERGUptMec


“sparkly e”

The EASY way to KNOW  
which WAY the vowel will GO

make 
bike 
hope

Babysitter
Vowels®

making 
motor 

hibernate

buter 
butter

Stories kids already KNOW based on behaviors they already UNDERSTAND

Click HERE and HERE for more Click HERE & HERE for more

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQed61UBjJY&t=8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-hDw9IUhPU
https://youtu.be/RIjLWt-wvFw
https://youtu.be/KlMu8Mqg39Q


“sparkly e”

Always GO with what they KNOW

Universal Frameworks of  
Social-Emotional Experience & Understanding



Let me tell you about a little guy named Abel…

He is an English Language Learner who entered kindergarten knowing 
7 letters and no sounds. Thanks to the “Better Alphabet” he got them 
ALL by October!


Yesterday, I sat down next to Abel and asked him to read to me. 

That’s when he pulled out Arthur’s Halloween. 


I said, “Oh, this looks like a great picture read. Can you tell me a 
story to go with the pictures?” (This is kindergarten after all, and it's 
a tough book!) 


Abel gave me a strange look, and then he just started READING it!  
I was stunned. Later in the day, I had him read it again so I could 
video it. He was so proud!

A Kindergartner Named Abel
Click HERE for more

https://www.thesecretstories.com/2020/02/teaching-english-language-learners-in-prek-kindergarten-how-to-read/


hibernat

ESL KINDERGARTEN

making

Click HERE for more

Click HERE to play video

Click HERE to play video

https://www.thesecretstories.com/2015/01/phonics-on-steroids-a-kindergarten-post-pt-1/
http://www.apple.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MAoUIvVRsgM
https://youtu.be/VKN7WeV8gJs


mommy 
daddy 
candy 
January 
happy

by 
 July 
my 
by 

why

SNEAKY 

yellow 
yes 
you 
yak 

Teach the READER, not the READING!

The  
“LEX LUTHOR”  

of the alphabe!!

STORIES they  already KNOW  
based on BEHAVIORS they already UNDERSTAND!

Click HERE, HERE and HERE for more

https://youtu.be/EzUndv6dc-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4mU4aQb9t0&t=1s
https://www.thesecretstories.com/2017/04/how-to-teach-the-sounds-of-y-so-that-kids-get-it/


day 
say 
play
they 
obey 

  Just too cool….
(And just in case you’re wondering,  

there’s a Secret for “oy/oi “too!)

Click HERE to play video & HERE for 

https://youtu.be/xeMgZYiDGBI
https://youtu.be/i7k7FV-KffQ


—Dr. Helen Immordino-Yang/ Harvard University Neuroscientist

—

The BEST stories are the ones you already KNOW

“feeling-based”  
networks 

to engage!

triggering the  
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL STICK IT WITH

CHEATING

THE 
BRAIN!

THAT 

STICK

Click HERE for more

Always GO with what they KNOW!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VnVffxHn78g&t=11s


Always GO with what they KNOW!

“Universal” Frameworks of Understanding

I teach adult Syrian refugees in the Ukraine. Most have been in the country for 3-4 years and have 
had some English lessons. They’ve been taught the “silent e /magic e” (open/closed syllable) rule 
many times with no effect as they see no connection between magic letters and the sounds that 
vowels make.

But when I told them that the vowels had a “secret” and that they were actually “superheroes” with the 
power to “say their name” (or use their “short & lazy” disguise) ….AND that if Mummy E is nearby, they 
always do what she says — ALL the lightbulbs went off! 

One of my students still holds up his superhero arms whenever he sees a Mummy E (or babysitter 
vowel) one letter away to remind himself of the sound and he’s 33 years old….but who cares, as he’s 
a better English reader because of it!

I also introduced Mummy E to my higher level class whose reading isn't too bad—along with a few 
other Secrets, and with just those few, I could hear them quietly making the sounds to try and decode 
the words instead of guessing them. 

These strategies aren’t like anything I’ve found in our text books. They’re intuitive and based on 
feelings and experiences that we all share, even on opposite sides of the world. Everything has a 
reason, a story, a champion— all connecting back to pictures that make the sounds easy to 
understand and accessible, even if you don’t speak the language.

Even though my students are all adults, they still love hearing stories. They never tire of telling 
and retelling them to help each other sound out new words. The best part is that now they tell 
them to their children.❤



And older readers need it too… 
 hypothesis 

hyperventilate 
epiphany 

  

Teach the READER, not the READING!

yes 
my 

mommy

day 
they 
play

Click HERE for more

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EzUndv6dc-w


Stanford University Brain Study on Sight Words

Never MEMORIZE  
words you can READ!

mommy

The prize for memorizing a sight word is ONE WORD. 
The prize for owning a building block of  the code is ONE THOUSAND.

August about
my

circle

saw her

the
how know day

theythisturn

Dr. Bruce McCandliss

dawdle hamburger thrombosis devour decay hydraulic

“Sounding out words sparks more optimal brain circuitry than memorizing. “

them

yellow

Click HERE and HERE 

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!
Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

https://www.secretstories.com/how-phonics-works/sight-words/
https://www.thesecretstories.com/2016/03/teaching-the-reader-not-the-reading-a-sight-word-epidemic/


  

active decoding 
vs. 

memorizing

Click HERE for more

http://www.KatieGarner.com
http://www.KatieGarner.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Decoding-Sight-Words-with-Phonics-Secrets-for-Reading-Secret-Stories-SoR-7163107


The CODE doesn’t change,  
only the TEXT LEVEL to which it’s applied.

gust hydr lic

SPIRALING PHONICS THROUGH THE GRADE LEVELS

Click HERE for video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGRtdkU6ogI&t=38s


BRAIN COMPATIBLEBRAIN ANTAGONISTIC

WHAT Kids Need,  WHEN they Need it!

With NO Grade Level Walls  
to DELAY Learner-Access to the Code! 

A Brain Based Phonics “Buffet!”

READING  
SCIENCE

BRAIN  
SCIENCE 

Supporting Systematic and Sequential Phonics Instruction with

Click HERE for more

https://youtu.be/QXMAuoZqZN0


Our1st Grade Intervention Group had to introduce these Secrets to read 
“Curious George” from our Journeys Reading Series, Lesson 3.

Just look where the Secret Stories took them!!!

Our1st Grade Intervention Group had to introduce these Secrets to read 
“Curious George” from our Journeys Reading Series, Lesson 3.

Just look where the Secret Stories took them!!!Our1st Grade Intervention Group had to introduce these Secrets to read 
“Curious George” from our Journeys Reading Series, Lesson 3.

Just look where the Secret Stories took them!!!

Teaching the READER, not the READING!
Journeys Reading Program, Grade 1, Lesson/ Week 3 - “Curious George” 

“Not including the title, this story had 17 words that my beginning first graders readers  
would never have been able to read without these 5 phonics Secrets.  

They would have just had to memorize them. It’s just mind-boggling,  
and makes me so mad on behalf of my already struggling ELL and Title I students!”

Teaching the READER, not the READING!

curriculum 
INTEGRATION

MAXIMUM  
INSTRUCTIONAL 

 DENSITY

Click HERE & HERE to play videos 
and HERE to read more 

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

https://youtu.be/5UnM4fBhJI8
https://youtu.be/9nZQKS_I_7M
https://www.thesecretstories.com/2018/10/secret-stories-is-the-gas-that-makes-your-reading-program-go-a-peek-inside-a-1st-grade-journeys-reading-classroom/


Journeys Reading Program, Grade 1, Lesson/ Week 4 - “Lucia’s Neighborhood”

Teach the 
READER

not the 
READING

Our1st Grade Intervention Group had to introduce these Secrets to read 
“Curious George” from our Journeys Reading Series, Lesson 3.

Just look where the Secret Stories took them!!!

Our1st Grade Intervention Group had to introduce these Secrets to read 
“Curious George” from our Journeys Reading Series, Lesson 3.

Just look where the Secret Stories took them!!!

Our1st Grade Intervention Group had to introduce these Secrets to read 
“Curious George” from our Journeys Reading Series, Lesson 3.

Just look where the Secret Stories took them!!!

Our1st Grade Intervention Group had to introduce these Secrets to read 
“Curious George” from our Journeys Reading Series, Lesson 3.

Just look where the Secret Stories took them!!!

MAXIMUM  
INSTRUCTIONAL 

 DENSITY

Fast-Tracking the Code Kids NEED to Read and Write!

PROGRAM INTEGRATION

curriculum 
INTEGRATION

Click HERE to play video

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

https://youtu.be/5UnM4fBhJI8


BEING A GOOD “WORD DOCTOR” 
 Diagnosing the “Most & Next-Most” Likely Sounds of Letters

Decoding Irregular Words

Click HERE or more

https://www.thesecretstories.com/2014/06/thinking-like-a-doctor-and-working-through-the-options/


Just as an apple won’t fall from the  
tree, a letter won’t stray too far from 
its sound!

You can’t think OUTSIDE  
the box until you know  

what’s IN it!

have       river
Teaching the READER, not the READING!

word 
doctor 

trick

Click HERE for video  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYQCaY1KmGU&t=8s


Sometimes vowels just can’t make up their minds what sound to make, so they have to think…

of 
was 
what 
come 
done 
want 
some 
love 

around 
about 
again 

another 

Should I be long? Should I be short?  
”Uhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh?”

Decoding “UNDECODABLE” Words 
with Thinking Vowels™

word 
doctor 

trick

Click HERE to watch video and HERE for more

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WokWcKg7dE
https://www.thesecretstories.com/2017/05/the-head-bop-trick-for-fickle-vowels/


Thinking 
 OUTSIDE

the Box
is EASY when you know what’s IN it!

Click HERE for more

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

https://youtu.be/L1tjC7iV8d0


“Kids can’t think deeply about things they don’t care about.” 
—Dr. Mary Helen Immordino-Yang

1st Grade- Winter

Transforming Phonics Instruction into a 
CRITICAL THINKING PLAYGROUND!

Click HERE to play video 

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbQj1DmQHIk


THE 
BUILDING BLOCKS 

for Reading and Writing!

Click HERE for more

https://youtu.be/V_SGc62QOTY


into the mind of a

READER
the best WINDOW

1st Day  
Kindergarten

KINDERGARTEN     WRITING

SIMULTANEOUS SKILL ACCESS
Individual Letter Sounds AND Phonics Secrets!

Kindergarten Bell Curve 
High, Medium & Low

Kindergarten— Month 1  
Using writing as a “window”  
into the mind of a reader!

 End of 1st Month 
Kindergarten 

Oct 1st

ClicK HERE & HERE for more

https://youtu.be/2TYiVPxD9ZU
https://youtu.be/GFGRbAd36UM


KINDER WRITING— 1 MONTH Mark

The more TOOLS kids bring to the table, 
the more VALUE they take away!

Maximizing the 
INSTRUCTIONAL DENSITY 
of daily reading & writing!



KINDER WRITING— 1 MONTH Mark

The more TOOLS kids bring to the table, 
the more VALUE they take away!

Maximizing the 
INSTRUCTIONAL DENSITY 
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KINDER WRITING— 1 MONTH Mark

The more TOOLS kids bring to the table, 
the more VALUE they take away!

Maximizing the 
INSTRUCTIONAL DENSITY 
of daily reading & writing!



KINDER WRITING— 1 MONTH Mark
It’s amazing what kids can do with MORE of the code, 

and how much more VALUE they can take away from daily reading and writing!

MAXIMUM  
INSTRUCTIONAL 

 DENSITY

Click HERE for more

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

https://youtu.be/xvG87ghPn7I


\
LOW

MEDIUM

HIGH

The	more		
PHONICS	CODE		

kids	bring	to	the	table,		
the	more	VALUE	they	take	
away	from	reading	and	
writing	EVERY	DAY!

Maximizing 
INSTRUCTIONAL DENSITY 
of daily reading & writing!

Using Writing as a “Window” Into the Mind of a Reader!

KINDERGARTEN 
WRITING- SPRING 

Click HERE for more

https://youtu.be/SpMOdb3awYc


d
“BACKDOOR” (LOW) KINDER WRITING—SPRING

“PRE-IDENTIFIED/LOW” Kinder— Late Spring

Maximizing the 
INSTRUCTIONAL DENSITY 
of daily reading & writing!

how 
now 

about 
out

know 
slow 
blow

Click HERE for more

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

https://youtu.be/i-IHjjVjzFA


78

AVERAGE

“BACKDOOR” (AVG.) KINDER WRITING—SPRING“Middle/Average” Kinder— Late Spring

Maximizing the 
INSTRUCTIONAL DENSITY 
of daily reading & writing!
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Click HERE for more

https://www.thesecretstories.com/how-phonics-works/writing-samples/kindergarten-writing/


KINDERGARTEN 
FAIRYTALES 

Click HERE for more

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Free-Fairy-Tale-FUN-Writing-Organizers-Ideas-from-Secret-Stories-Phonics-509560


FIRST GRADE 
Click HERE for more

https://www.thesecretstories.com/how-phonics-works/writing-samples/first-grade-writing/


with 

MUSIC

Increasing Sound-Skill Automaticity for 
 DECODING and ENCODING



THE LETTER RUNS

“Jedi-Style!”

CHALLENGE 
HIGH

STRESS 
LOW

OPTIMAL LEARNING 
MODE

“FLOW STATE”

Click HERE to play video 

https://youtu.be/iHUwuuXsh-0


Mimicking  

DECODING & ENCODING

SKILL AUTOMATICITY 

with

M 
U 
S 
I 
C
for

Click HERE to play video Click HERE to play video

https://youtu.be/phtaXPCOEQ0
https://youtu.be/VlOpJjsQG2k


Click HERE to play video

A “Playground” for Critical Thinking!

https://youtu.be/xPuTsWmFuOc


Teach so kids CAN’T TURN IT OFF!
I can’t turn off  
the READING!!! 

Teach the READER, not the READING!

Click HERE to play videoShhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

Shhhhhh…….. It’s a Secret!

https://youtu.be/ZVijNBOcgyE


Never Miss a Secret! 

CLICK HERE to subscribe for free downloads,  
new posts, download links, teaching videos  

and MORE!

Click HERE to Subscribe to the Secret Email Blast📬

https://app.convertkit.com/landing_pages/170382?v=7
https://app.convertkit.com/landing_pages/170382?v=7


Click HERE to Join!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/373171717063493

